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TIPI LAKIA 1)ISC()IX)K IN DI KES COrXTV, 

MASSACHUSETTS 

JoHx M. Eog(;, Jk. 

In the sixtli edition of (Jray’s Manual (1S.S9) the distrihntion of the 
('rane-Hy Orchis, TipuJaria diKcolor (Pnrsh) Nutt. (7’. tnilfolia 
(Mulil.) PSP.) is given as “sandy woods, \ t. to J. and Ela., west 



*n.; verv scarce. 
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The records whicli may have formed tin* basis for the inclusion of 
this species in tlie Hora ot \ ermont or t'lsewhere in New England wi 
l»e considered below; that they were sul)se(|uently discnxlitecl is (*vi- 
di'iieed by the tact that in the .seventh edition of the Manual (19()S) 
the plant is spok<*n of as “e.xtending northw. to .\. J.; reported but 
nnv<‘riHed from farther north.” 

I niaii 1^)1, in his “Flora of tlu‘ \’i(*inity of New \’ork/*^ in 
addition to listing eight counties in New Jers(\v (five of them being 
from tlie extreme nortlu^rn portion of the state) from which Tipyland 
has been reportc‘<b records its occairrenct* “near X. Y. City ’ and on 


Staten Island. Tluxsc' two latter localities, although not in New 
Jersey, still do not extend the range of the plant north of that state, 

but merely fit in with its distribution as understood in rec(‘nt vi'ars. 
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Of greater int(*rest is the record, likewise incorporated by Taylor, 
of the occurrence of this spt*cies at (jn‘(*n|)ort, 1/ong Island, for this 
('.xtends its known range significantly to the (“astward. h'or our 
knowledge ot the (ireenport station we art* indebtetl to Koy Latham, 
who also discover(*d the plant at Orient Point, Ixmg Island, and has 
rt'cently reported the finding of two colonies at Montank Point, the 
easternmost extremity of the island.- 

In view ot the rather large number of speci(\s common to (‘astern 
Ivong Island and southeastern Massachus(‘tts, it seenu'd natural to 
wonder, upon reading Latham *s account of th(‘ Montauk locality, 
wh(‘ther Tipularla might not reasonably be expected to belong in 
this category. The first intimation that such was actually th(‘ case 
c*ame from a remark made by Professor Fernald to the writer to the 
(‘ffe(‘t that in the herbarium of the Boston Societv of Natural Historv 
there was a specimen ol this rare orchid (*ollected on ^lartha’s Vine- 

* Memoirs New York liot, Garcl., v. 259 (1915). 

'Latham, K. Torreya. xxvii. 51 (1927). True, tiie species there reported and 

discussed is T. uniflora, hut tiiis presumably reftTs to the plant under prestMit con¬ 
sideration. 
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yard. visit to the lioston Society, where, through the kindness of 
Mr. S. N. F. Sanford, the facilities of tlu* Imtanical collections were 
inafle available, resulted in tlu‘ discovery of two sheets in the 'Jipv- 
larld folder. Inasmuch as these have apparently escajx'd general 
notiee a few words concerning each of them seem not to be amiss 

here. 

One of the sheets bears a lal)el which reads, “Dry woods on a 
deelivitv D, mile X. of Luce’s Tavern, Martha’s Vineyard, Chil- 

A. / 

mark?’’ At the bottom of the sheet are pencilled the words, “Oakes 
coll.” There is no further indication as to habitat, date or name of 
collector, although the abbreviation “coll.” following Oakes’s name 
inav conceivablv refer to “collector ”, rather than to “collection 
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as one would nonnallv infer. 


The other sheet earries a ticket with the inseription, “ Herb. Oakes. ” 
as a heading. In addition to the name of the plant the only informa¬ 
tion given on this label is the locality “ ^lartha s \ ineyard, which 
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is followed, in pencil, by the word “Chilmark.” .\ 
affixed to the bottom of the sheet reads, “ Herb. John Ivowell. ” 

It is entirely possible that these two spt'cimens may repre.sent the 
same collection or, at least, separati* collections trom the .same locality. 
.\nd just where that locality may have been is indeed a matter for 
conjecture. Specidation on this head is in\'ited by the fact that the 
word “ Chilmark” comes at the end of the legt'iul on one of the labels, 
to be followed by a (piestion mark, while on the other sheet it is written 
in with pencil, as though doubtfully correct. Was Luce’s Tavern 
actuallv in Chilmark or was it in some other i)art ot the island, as, lor 
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example, W’est Ti.sl)ury? 

Unfortunately, the name of Luce is of such ubi(|uitou.s occurrence 
on the Vineyard that it is difficult, perhaps impossil)Ie, to answer this 
(juestion, but there can be no doubt that the long line of wooded 
niorainal hills extending from Menemsha northeast to West Chop 
offers manv a haliitat ideallv suited to the recjuirements ol this 
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interesting orchid. Further, the contention that Tipularia was 
collected in some portion of Martha’s Vineyard other than Chilmark 
is strengthened by the circumstance that Sydney Harris, whose 
intensive collecting from the Chilmark regii^n covered a period of 
fourteen years (from 1<S91 to 1904) and whost* man\' specimens Irom 
there represent important pioneer work in laying the foundations for 
such knowledge as we possess of the flora of the island, has left us no 
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rocord of tlu* plant Iroin an area with wliich w(* liav<* t*v<*rv ivason to 
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suppose he was intiinatelv familiar. 

1 hat 7 tpuldi'Ki was well known to tlu* earlier hotanists from 
Martha’s \ ineyard lu'eomes evident upon ev(*n a casual inspt'ction 
of the literature. Oakes him.self records the plant “In wood; 
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Martha’s Vineyard, Ma.ss., 1S29.’’' In Torr(*y’s Flora of the State of 
New York we find the statement, “Its northern limit, .so far as I 
know, is ^lartha s \ iiu*yard, when* (I l)t*h<*\(*) it was found 1)\' Mr. 

t 

Oakes.’’* Similar n*f<*renees, au^nn(*nt(*d hy reports of tlu* sp«Mi<*s 
from elsewlu*re in AIassaehust*tts and from \(*rmont, ma\’ lx* nu*( 
with in local and staU* Horas durinj; tlu* <*nsuin^ years and are sum¬ 
marized in 1S<S4 hy Baldwin, who t(*lls us that T. fllscolor “stra^^les 
across tlu* sandy woods of Massachusetts into Soutlu*rn Wrmont. ”* 

In preparing; tlu* j)res(*nt note, which aims nu*rely to emphasize tlu* 
<x*enrrenee of I ipularui in Dukes County, no attempt has heen made* 
to verify r(*eords of the plant from elsewlu*r(* in New Hn),dand. 'Flu* 
significant featun* of the two lu*rl)arium slu*(*ts de.serilx'd aho\(* is 
that tlu*\’ eotistittite \’ouehers, apparently ov(*rl<x)ked hy sonu* r<*e<*nt 

workers, to confirm tlu* (x*etirrene«* of the Craiu*-fly Orchis in .south- 
(*astern Ma.ssaehusetts. 

During the winter of B)27-2S tlu* writer, whih* pursuing a program 
of work at the (Jray Ilerharium, foniul in tlu* library of that institu¬ 
tion a typewritten list of the plants (d Xashawena Island eompih*d hy 
Mrs. Alice K. Northrop. In 1001, and again in lOOd, .Mrs. Northrop 
had visited Nashaw(*nii, which is one of the Flizah(*th Islands in 
Dukes County, Ala.ssaehnsetts, and the list in (|uestion, which so far 
a.s i.s known ha.s ne\'{*r lx*(*n jjtd)lislu*d, emhodie.s the results of lu*r own 
ohservations and contains the nanu*s of o\u*r threi* Innuh’ed ferns and 
flowering plants found hy her on that island. Intert*stingl^\' (*nough, 
'/ tpulana dhscolor (inrifolid) is inelud(*d in the Hora of .Nashawena hv 
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Mrs. Northrop, with tlu* eomnu*nt, “(piitt* (*ommon in 2 or 4 loealiti<*s, 
e. & n. e, part island. ’’ 

Inasmuch as this list, includes tlu* names of .several other species 
remarkahle for their (xenrrenee in southeastern New Fngland, tlu* 
writer at onet* .s(*t about ase«*rtaining wlu*ther thes<* r(*eord.s w(‘re 

liltt I )\ lu M’hariuin sp(‘c*iinens. It was soon loanuMl that 

‘ Win. Oakes, in Hovinv’s Mag. vii. IS4 (1S41). 

•Torrey, FI. N. V. ii. 272 (1843). 

Miaklwin, Orchids of N<‘\v Kiigland, SH) (1884). 
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Mis. Northrop had done a certain amount of collecting an<l that her 
specimens had heen pre'sented to the New \ork Botanical (Turden. 
A systematic search through the collections at New \ ork revealed 
the fact that about one-fifth of tlu* species reported in the “ List of 
Nashawena Plants” are substantiated liy herbarium sheets.' For¬ 
tunately, among this twenty per cent is an <‘xcellent specimen ot T. 
discolor collected in the summer of 1901. The laliel bears no intorma- 
tion as to the e.xact location on Nashawena where the plant was 
found, but the island is not a large one and it is to be expected that 
future investigations will lead to a discovi'ry of the haunts ot this rare 

orchid. 

Here then, is a second station in Dukes County, Massachusetts for 
a species which may now definit(“ly lie restored to the flora ot New 
England. .Vnd it is not totally without interest that both ot these* 
localities should be from areas which display an affinity with a con¬ 
tinental flora rather than with that transjilanted eleim*nt ot the flora 
of the southern coastal plain so characteristic of nearby |)ortions of 
Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket Counties. 

C.MVKK.SITY OF PkW.SYLVANIA. 


Dka.m’s Ckassks of I.\I)IA.\a.= —No oiu* t‘lse is anywhere nearly 
so W(“ll (lualified as Mr. Deain to write of the flora of Indiana; it is 
therefore in the* natural cour.se of things (though none the less praise¬ 
worthy for that) that his latest publication, a manual of the grasses 
of the state, is admirably comprehensive and thorough. From the 
introductory account of the morphology of the gra.ss plant, by Dr. 
Paid Weatherwax, to the illustrated glossary at the end, no feature is 
lacking which such a work should ha\’e. There are carefully workeil 
out keys; nearly every species has an original, detailed ilescription 
<lrawn up from Indiana material; and at least a spikelet of every one 
is illustrated. The drawings—with one exception, by Dr. ^^eather- 
wax—are painstaking and es.sentially accurate throughout. Perhaps, 

are a bit conventionalized in the rendering of 
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ev 


m .some cases, 

certain detaiKs—witness the difference in the pubescence ot the spikelet 
as drawn in plate To and in Airs. Cha.se’s exquisitely finished little 
figuri* of the same thing on the following page.”* 

1 A detailed account of the results of tliis re.search is incorporated in an e.xtended 
survey of the Flora of the Elizabeth Islands soon to appear in Rhodok.\. 

- Deain. ('harles C. Cirasses of Indiana. Indiana Dept, of Conservation, Pub. 82. 
256 pp.. 86 pis., numerous maps and text figures. Indianapolis, Oct. 15, 1921). 

^ One is conscious of a wistful desire that the difference in shaiie shown in the plates 
between the first glume of Poiiicuvi huuchucoc and I'. It'nncssccnse and of other mem- 
liers of their group were, constant; but sail experience (as well as Hitchcock & Chase s 
lack of emphasis on this character) teaches that it is not. 










